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Every census must adapt to the decade
in which it is administered.  New
technologies emerge and change the
way the U.S. Census Bureau collects
and processes data.  More importantly,
changing lifestyles and emerging
sensitivities among the people of the
United States necessitate modifications
to the questions that are asked.  One of
the most important changes for Census
2000 was the revision of the questions
on race and Hispanic origin to better
reflect the country’s growing diversity.
The question on race for Census 2000
was different from the one for the 1990
census in several ways. Most
significantly, respondents were given
the option of selecting one or more race
categories to indicate their racial
identities.  Because of these changes,
the Census 2000 data on race are not
directly comparable with data from the
1990 census or earlier censuses.
Caution must be used when interpreting
changes in the racial composition of the
U.S. population over time.  The federal
government considers race and
Hispanic origin to be two separate and
distinct concepts.  For Census 2000, the
questions on race and Hispanic origin
were asked of every individual living in
the United States.  The question on
Hispanic origin asked respondents if
they were Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino.
Hispanic or Latino may be considered
to be of any race.  These questions are
based on self-identification.  Census
2000 adheres to the federal standards

for collecting and presenting data on
race and Hispanic origin as established
by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) in October 1997.  The
OMB defines Hispanic or Latino as “a
person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto
Rican, South or Central American, or
other Spanish culture or origin
regardless of race.”  In data collection
and presentation, federal agencies are
required to use a minimum of two
ethnicities: “Hispanic or Latino” and
“Not Hispanic or Latino.”  Starting with
Census 2000, the OMB requires federal
agencies to use a minimum of five race
categories:

•White;
•Black or African American;
•American Indian or Alaska Native;
•Asian; and
•Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander.

For respondents unable to identify with
any of these five race categories, the
OMB approved including a sixth
category,  “Some other race,” on the
Census 2000 questionnaire.  The
category “Some other race” is used in
Census 2000 and a few other federal
data collection activities.  Most
respondents who reported  “Some other
race” are Hispanic.  See the sidebar
for definitions of the race categories
used in Census 2000.  The Census 2000
question on race included 15 separate
response categories and three areas
where respondents could write in a

more specific race group.  The
response categories and write-in
answers can be combined to create the
five minimum OMB race categories
plus “Some other races.”
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Between April 1, 1990 and April 1,
2000 Baltimore County’s total
population increased by 62,158.  The
increase in total population is largely
due to the growth of the Non-White
population, which grew by 88,924 or
85.3%.  The growth of the Non-White
population was offset by the County’s
White population decrease of 26,766
or (4.6%).  The racial make-up of
Baltimore County on April 1, 2000 is
as follows: White-74.4%, African
American-20.1%, Asian-3.2%, Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander-.3%,
and all others 2.1%.  See pie charts
for changes comparing 1990 to 2000.
Note the pie charts do not match the
five race categories as discussed
above.  The 1990 Census combined the
race categories Asian and Native
Hawaiian and Pacific islander.

For more information
please contact

Jeff Mayhew........410-887-3521

Ervin McDaniel....410-887-3522
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Racial Composition of Baltimore County
Census 2000
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In 1990, Baltimore County’s White
population was 587,898.  By 2000, the
County’s White population had
decreased to 561,132.  During that ten-
year period, the White population in
Baltimore County decreased by 26,766
individuals or 4.6%.  Sixteen of the
thirty-one regional planning districts
experienced a decrease in its White
population.  These regional planning
districts are not concentrated in one
section of the County but are distributed
throughout the County.  This change in
population decreases range from a low
of (193) individuals in Edgemere to a
high of (8,293) individuals in Liberty-
Lochrearn.  Table 1.
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On April 1, 1990, the African American
population was 85,451, by April 1, 2000,
the African American population had
increased to 151,600.  This represents
an increase of 66,149 or 77.4%.  Four
of the top five Regional Planning
Districts (RPDs) that experienced an
increase in African American population
are located in the western section of
Baltimore County.  Only three RPDs
experienced a decrease in its African
American population, they are Chase-
Bowley’s Quarters (695), Fork (16) and
Kingsville (2).  Table 2.
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For this analysis, the Asian race
category and the Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander race category were
combined for the 2000 Census data.
This was done to make the data
compatible with the 1990 Census data.
The Census 2000 Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander race category had a
total population of 242.  The Census
2000 combined Asian, Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islander population was
24,189.  This represents an increase of
8,645 people or growth of 55% from
the 1990 Census.  Table 3.
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Between April 1, 1990 and April 1, 2000,
the American Indian and Alaska Native
population increased by 455 or 31%.  On
April 1, 2000, American Indian and
Alaska Native accounted for less than
1% of Baltimore County’s total
population.  The actual number of
American Indian and Alaska Native in
Baltimore County was 1,923.

Approximately one third of the
American Indian and Alaska Native
population resides in the Essex,
Dundalk, and North Point RPDs.
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As discussed above, Hispanic or Latino
may be considered to be of any race.
Individuals who identified their race as
Hispanic or Latino are included in the
“Some other race” category.  The
following analysis is based on individuals
that identified themselves as having a
Hispanic or Latino origin.  Baltimore
County’s Hispanic or Latino population
increased from 8,131 on April 1, 1990
to 13,774 on April 1, 2000.  The growth
during the ten-year period was 5,643 or
69.4 percent change.  Almost a third of
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the Hispanic or Latino population is
concentrated in the northwest corridor
(Reisterstown-Owings Mills, Liberty-
Lochearn, Randallstown, and
Greenspring Valley-Pikesville RPDs).
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Baltimore County has become more
racially and culturally diverse.  During
the ten year period between April
1,1990 and April 1, 2000, Baltimore
County’s Non-White population grew
by 88,924 residents or 85.3%.  The
changing racial and cultural fabric of
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Baltimore County will effect all
agencies in the way they provide
services and interact with residents
from different countries, cultures, and
racial background.  There may be both
cultural and language barriers the
service providers may have to
overcome before addressing residents
concerns.  Baltimore County’s changing
population will have a major impact upon
the school system and other social
service organization.  The school
system may have to increase its offering
of courses in English as a second
language and provide mentors to

students from other countries and
cultures. The changing racial and
cultural make-up of the County also
brings a healthy mix of restaurants and
cultural shops to the County.  As the
county becomes more diverse, cultural
specialty shops are created to service
and cater to the needs of minority
communities.
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How the race categories used in Census 2000 are defined.

••••• “White ”refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the
Middle East, or North Africa.  It includes people who indicated their race or races as
“White ”or wrote in entries such as Irish, German, Italian, Lebanese, Near Easterner,
Arab, or Polish.

••••• “Black or African American ”refers to people having origins in any of the Black
racial groups of Africa.  It includes people who indicated their race or races as “Black,
African American, or Negro,” or wrote in entries such as African American, Afro-
American, Nigerian, or Haitian.

••••• “American Indian and Alaska Native ”refers to people having origins in any of the
original peoples of North and South America (including Central America), and who
maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment.  It includes people who indicated
their race or races by marking this category or writing in their principal or enrolled
tribe, such as Rosebud Sioux, Chippewa, or Navajo.

••••• “Asian ”refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,
Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent.  It includes people who indicated their race
or races as “Asian Indian,” “Chinese,” “Filipino,” “Korean,” “Japanese,”
“Vietnamese,” or “Other Asian,” or wrote in entries such as Burmese, Hmong,
Pakistani, or Thai.

••••• “Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander ”refers to people having origins in any
of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.  It includes
people who indicated their race or races as “Native Hawaiian,” “Guamanian or
Chamorro,” “Samoan,” or “Other Pacific Islander,” or wrote in entries such as Tahitian,
Mariana Islander, or Chuukese.

••••• “Some other race ”was included in Census 2000 for respondents who were unable to
identify with the five Office of Management and Budget race categories.  Respondents
who provided write-in entries such as Moroccan, South African, Belizean, or a Hispanic
origin (for example, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban) are included in the “Some other
race” category.

• “White” refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of
Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.  It includes people who indicated
their race or races as “White” or wrote in entries such as Irish, German, Italian,
Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish.

• “Black or African American” refers to people having origins in any of the
Black racial groups of Africa.  It includes people who indicated their race or
races as “Black, African American, or Negro,” or wrote in entries such as
African American, Afro-American, Nigerian, or Haitian.

• “American Indian and Alaska Native” refers to people having origins in any
of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America),
and who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment.  It includes people
who indicated their race or races by marking this category or writing in their
principal or enrolled tribe, such as Rosebud Sioux, Chippewa, or Navajo.

• “Asian ”refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of the
Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent.  It includes people who
indicated their race or races as “Asian Indian,” “Chinese,” “Filipino,” “Korean,”
“Japanese,” “Vietnamese,” or “Other Asian,” or wrote in entries such as Burmese,
Hmong, Pakistani, or Thai.

• “Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander” refers to people having origins
in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.
It includes people who indicated their race or races as “Native Hawaiian,”
“Guamanian or Chamorro,” “Samoan,” or “Other Pacific Islander,” or wrote in
entries such as Tahitian, Mariana Islander, or Chuukese.

• “Some other race” was included in Census 2000 for respondents who were
unable to identify with the five Office of Management and Budget race categories.
Respondents who provided write-in entries such as Moroccan, South African,
Belizean, or a Hispanic origin (for example, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban)
are included in the “Some other race” category.
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More detailed information from the Census is available on the following web sites:

Census Bureau’s web site:  http://factfinder.census.gov
 Maryland State Data Center web site: http://www.op.state.md.us/MSDC/

 Baltimore Metropolitan Council web site: http://www.baltometro.org/

These links may be accessed from the Baltimore County Office of Planning home page
  http://www.co.ba.md.us

          Census Information on the Worldwide Web

Upcoming Census News
Future Census 2000 Newsletters will cover such topics as housing, population by age and sex, education, and income.

As Census 2000 data is released, the Office of Planning will publish a newsletter covering that data.


